At Howley Grange we are determined
that every pupil will read easily, fluently
and enthusiastically for both pleasure and
information, as we believe that reading is
the cornerstone of their learning.
Through developing a range of reading
strategies, our pupils will explore and
deepen their understanding of a wide
range of genres, authors and styles and
be able to voice their opinions and
thoughts about the texts read.

Reading in Key Stage 2

From Year 3, students now take part in the
Accelerated Reader programme, which is
designed to do the following things:
• Find books that are the right reading level
for your child
• Encourage your child to read more
• Improve your child’s reading ability by
checking their understanding of what has
been read
• Promote success and confidence in their
reading

How Accelerated Reader works…

At the start of the year every child in Key Stage 2
took a Star Reading Test.

• 20 minute computeradaptive test used to
assess reading ability.
• tracks reading growth
• provides students with a personalised reading
range called the ZPD (Zone of Proximal
Development) and teachers with a range of data
to monitor each child’s reading progress

The Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) is the
range of Book Levels (B.L.) recommended for an
individual student based on their reading
ability. Your child can choose books to read within
their ZPD range.

There are currently over 27,000 books as part of the AR
programme. Each book is assigned a Book Level (BL),
Interest Level (IL), Quiz Number and Points.
Book Level
Can range from 0.2 to 13.5 and is calculated
using two main factors:
◦ average sentence length
◦ vocabulary difficulty
Interest Level
Relates to content and appropriateness
LY - Lower Years ages 5-8
MY - Middle Years ages 9-13
MY+ - Middle Years Plus ages 12-13
UY - Upper Years ages 14+
Points
Based on the length and number of words (points range
from: 0.5 – 118)

Each classroom has a
wide range of AR
books for the children
to choose from which
have been colour
coded according to
the Book Level to help
make the choosing
easier.
We are still in the
process of labelling all
of our books and
purchasing new books
to fill gaps that have

Once your child has read a book, they take an online
quiz at school within 48 hours of completing the
book.

The quizzes range from 5, 10 or 20 questions.
To pass the quiz children must achieve at least 3
out of 5 questions, 6 out of 10 questions, or 12 out
of 20 questions. This indicates good comprehension
and will lead to greater progress in reading ability.

We are finding children really enjoy taking the
quizzes. They are being successful and reading at
their own pace.

Children
receive
instant
feedback and
scores.
Teachers
monitor
results and
can
encourage
and guide
each child.

Reading in the classroom…
• Children read their AR books independently for at
least 10 minutes every day.
• After each STARS Reading test, each child’s ZPD
is reviewed and they may move up the book levels.
• The books being read are monitored on Reading
Record sheets.

• Teachers use judgements from hearing children
read, reading activities in English lessons, results
of AR quizzes and data from STARS Reading tests
to assess your child’s progress and inform their
teaching.

• We have school incentives to encourage children
to read more using AR.

• Children in every year group share a class
reader daily.
• Whole class reading lessons use VIPERS as a
teaching strategy.

VIPERS questions:
V – Can you find synonyms for the word ship.
I – Are the men peaceful?
P – Where do you think the men are going? Why do you think they are going
there?
E – Why do you think the sky is dark and stormy?
E – Can you say how the two boats are similar? Why is this?
R – Approximately how many men are on each ship? What power does the ship
use?
S – Summarise what you can see on the ships.

The questions for this section could be:
V: Which word shows that it was impossible to cross the
mountain range?
P: What do you think the next paragraph will be talking
about?
R: Where would someone in this story get silk from?

S: What purpose does this paragraph serve? How does it
do it?
E: Explain why the author chooses not to name the
person that they are buying the silks for.
I: Tell me something about the stone that the dwarf is
carrying. It is precious? How do we know?

What parents can do to help with reading…
• Encourage your child to read at home. They must
be reading for at least 20 minutes a day. We set
aside 10 minutes in class per day for AR.
• Talk to your child about what they are reading.
Consider using VIPERS style questions to do so
• Use www.arbookfind.co.uk to search for books to
read at home alongside their school book.
• It is okay for your child to read books outside of
their ZPD as reading for pleasure, but these may
not have AR quizzes or develop their reading ability
if the books are too easy or too difficult.

What parents can do to help with reading…
• Develop a reading culture at home. Does your
child see you read?
• Consider ‘Reading Time’ away from screens.

