Reading at Howley Grange
At Howley Grange Primary School, we want children to develop a love of reading and create
an ethos that encourages reading for pleasure. We have a structured approach to the
teaching of reading and aim to develop confident readers who enjoy a wide range of texts.
Children regularly share books as a class, in groups and individually. We work with children to
develop their understanding of texts through guided reading and whole class comprehension
activities and have recently introduced 'Reading Vipers' to focus on the key areas of
comprehension. All classes now have their own Class Library area and pupils are encouraged
to take a library book home alongside individual reading books. We are also promoting
reading through the ‘Book Barrow’ and ‘Book Tower’, reading challenges and other exciting
activities across the school.
Children are supported to develop their reading skills and the level of support given depends
on the needs of each child. We use published schemes such as Oxford Reading Tree and
Project X and reading intervention groups also take place regularly in every year group.
Parental support is crucial in the development of a child's reading ability; recent research
shows that reading regularly at home, as well as at school, is the key to academic success.
As your child becomes more independent in their reading, please encourage them to read a
wide range of books and other reading material and ask them questions about the text so as
to develop vital comprehension skills. This in turn will develop their vocabulary and writing
skills. Lists of suggested books to read at each stage in school are in the links below.
Reading Vipers
Reading VIPERS is our new way of supporting children with their reading comprehension
skills. All children will be working on VIPERS during class reading, whether it is reading as a
class, in a small group, or one-to-one with an adult. It would be fantastic if parents could also
be referring to VIPERS when they listen to their child read at home.
Each of the letters stand for one of the key reading skills that will enable our pupils to
become strong, confident readers.

VIPERS posters are displayed in
all classrooms. Up to the end of
Year 2, the 'S' stands for
'Sequence'. Once children move
into Year 3, the 'S' stands for
'Summarise', which is a more
demanding skill.

Question Openers
VIPERS can be used on any text that a child is reading, as well as on pictures, picture books
and films! When any adult is listening to a child read, all they have to do is think of questions
about the book, picture or film that cover all of the VIPERS. There is a link to ideas for
question starters for each of the VIPERS skills in the links section. Below are examples of
how you can create your own questions.
How to use VIPERS questions with a page of a picture book …

and here is an example of how the VIPERS prompts could be used to create questions for a
longer text …

The questions for this section could
be:
V: Which word shows that it was
impossible to cross the mountain
range?
P: What do you think the next
paragraph will be talking about?
R: Where would someone in this
story get silk from?
S: What purpose does this
paragraph serve? How does it do
it?
E: Explain why the author chooses
not to name the person that they
are buying the silks for.
I: Tell me something about the
stone that the dwarf is carrying.
Use evidence from the text.

Useful links

Reading lists by year group for KS1
Reading lists by year group for KS2
100 books to read lists for KS1 and KS2
Reading VIPERS KS1
Reading VIPERS KS2
Reading tips and advice

